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discussion has been carried on, on a resolution introduced
by the Speaker, Colfax, to expel Long, a Representative
from Ohio, for some discreditable partisan remarks, made
in a speech last Friday. There being an evening session,
I went to the Capitol for the first time this session. Heard
Orth, Kenyon, Winter Davis, and one or two others. The
latter was declamatory, eloquent, but the debate did not
please me, nor the subject. Long I despise for his declara-
tions, but Colfax is not judicious in his movement. Long
went beyond the line of his party, and Colfax cannot make
them responsible for Long's folly.

April 12, Tuesday. To-day have a letter from Admiral
Lee respecting the exportation of French tobacco from
Richmond. This is an arrangement of Mr. Seward to
which I have always objected, but to which the President
was persuaded to yield his assent some months ago. The
subject has lingered until now. Admiral Lee says the
French naval vessels and transports are at the Roads and
about to proceed up the James River, and inquires if he
shall keep an account of their export.

I took the dispatch to the Cabinet-meeting to ascertain
from Mr. Seward what his arrangements were, but he was
not present. When the little business on hand was dis-
posed of, I introduced the subject to the President, who
told me he had seen the dispatch to me and also one to Mr.
Stanton from General Butler. He saw them both at the
telegraph office, and after he got home he had sent for
Fred Seward and Mr. Stanton. They appear neither of
them to think the subject of much consequence, but after
Stanton had returned to the War Department and read
Butler's dispatch, he sent the President word that Mr.
Seward ought to give the subject attention. The President
had therefore told Fred Seward to telegraph his father,
who is in New York, to return.

It is curious that the President, who saw Admiral Lee's
dispatch to me, should have consulted the Secretary of